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ARIZONA 
STATE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Spring Meeting Announcement 





On October 26th, the Executive Council of the Arizona State Library 
Association met in Tucson to consider the business and problems of 
the Association. 


One of the items of business was the consideration of a post-war 
meeting of the members of the Association. The revival of the annual 
convention was thought urgently important to the welfare of the Asso- 
ciation and the best interests of its librarians throughout the state. 


Saturday, April 13, 1946, was chosen as the best date for the spring 
meeting to be held in Tempe. Tentative plans include a general business 
meeting in the morning, a luncheon, and afternoon meetings according 
to group interests. A-banquet will be held that night at the Adams 
Hotel in Phoenix for which Miss Jane Hudgins is chairman. Exhibits 
and displays will be an interesting feature for which Miss Mary Elsie 
Caruso is chairman. 


Group thinking, group planning and group action is fundamental 
to survival in modern society. Librarians need to foster stronger group 
activities. Group thinking, group planning and group action reflect 
individual member participation in the program. Librarians need to 
assert participative individual leadership. With group action reinforced 
with individual leadership, librarianship in the state of Arizona could 
enlarge and expand its influence and contribution to the benefit of the 
citizens and itself. 


The importance of individual member attendance and participation 
at and in the spring meeting is vital. Every member who can come, must 
come, and every member who wil! come, will be respected. The plan- 
ning committee will make worthwhile arrangements, and the chairmen 
of the various related activities will also work toward that goal. It will 
be the hope and trust that the results of the spring meeting will be 
interesting and beneficial, happy and congenial—full of fellowship and 
professional reward. 


So save April 13th for the spring meeting of the Arizona State 
Library Association at Tempe. I do hope you will be with us then. 


Harotp Watter BatTcHELot 
President 


















PIMA COUNTY LIBRARY SERVICE 


Through the untiring efforts of the Pima County Education Associa- 
tion, Pima County was granted free library service on July 1, 1945. At 
the January meeting of the organization, the library needs of Pima 
County and the ways of meeting them were presented. After a discussion 
of the problem, the association voted to sponsor a movement to provide 
free library service for Pima County. 


The library committee appointed by Mrs. Faye B. Devine, President, 
conducted a survey which revealed the astounding fact that approxi- 
mately 40,000 people were without library service and that there was a 
desire for reading material which should be satisfied. Petitions request- 
ing the Board of Supervisors to make provision for County Library 
service, according to the Arizona Library Law, Article 15, Chapter 17 of 
the Revised Code of 1939, in their 1945-1946 budget were circulated. 


Several thousand adults signed the petitions. There were signatures 
of people from the remotest communities as well as from sections near 
Tucson. The petitions were presented to the Board of Supervisors with 
a request for the facilities which would be necessary to provide adequace 
and satisfactory library service for all parts of Pima County. 


Before they made their budget for 1945-1946 the Board of Supervisors 
held a joint meeting with the City Council and the Carnegie Library 
Board. The outcome of this meeting was a contract in which the Board 
of Supervisors agreed to pay $20,000 to Carnegie Free Library in order 
that it might assume the functions of a county free library. 


County library service began September 15th and according to an 
announcement made in the Arizona Daily Star late in October by Mrs. 
Mary Breathitt, Carnegie librarian at Tucson, and Mrs. Gertrude Burt, 
County librarian, approximately 1,500 persons had obtained book cards 
since that date. “Surprising response in both juvenile and adult sections 
shows how book-hungry were the people of Pima county,” said Mrs. 
Breathitt. “We are allowing all card holders four books at a time to 
save trips, and with several members of families holding cards, the with- 
drawals have greatly increased.” She said the monthly book budget has 
been trebled to handle the county load and they are spending an average 
of $700 a month for new books. Where one copy used to be ordered, six 
are now placed on the shelves, if the book promises to be popular. 


\{rs. Burt said she hopes there will be a steady increase in library uses 
and she will supply information to anyone in the county who wishes 
to write. Of the 581 October applications for book cards, 323 were from 
county residents. Three persons are on the staff to handle the increase 
in work due to the county program. Separate books are kept for the 





Tucson and county systems and the whole charging system has been 
revised to speed up the work. _ 

A thousand books are ready to ship to Ajo, which has been made a 
branch of the Tucson Carnegie library. These will not be shipped until 
the new building, which the Phelps-Dodge Corporation is building, 
is completed January first. The thousand are a basic and comprehensive 
collection. Current books and books necessary to a library will be added 
each month. 


Marana has a library station in operation under the Woman's Club 
with 148 books charged out to it. These will be exchanged as readers 
complete the present group. Mrs. Breathitt and Mrs. Burt said other 
such stations will be established in regions which request them, the 
number of books to be sent the area depending on its population. 


The Tucson Carnegie library had 60,000 volumes when the county 
program was started, this year being the first time Pima County has made 
an appropriation for library services. The initial $20,000 of county funds 
will be used between now and July !, 1946: The original book list, plus 
all monthly purchases, are available alike now to county and city resi- 
dents. The steady increase in the number of county borrowers is very 
gratifying. 


READING FAVORITE SPARE TIME 
DIVERSION 


“What is one of your favorite ways of spending your spare time?” 
To find out how people like to spend their free hours, interviewers of 
the National Opinion Research Center of the University of Denver asked 
the above and several other questions of a miniature cross-section of 
the civilian adult population in each of the seventeen cities whose public 
libraries cooperated in the American Library Association study. 

“What is one of your favorite ways of spending your spare time?” 

41°% say they prefer reading or a combination of reading and 
other activities. 

16°% indicate their interests are in arts, crafts, or fine arts, such 
as playing the piano, attending musical entertainments. 

11°, choose sports and out-of-door activities. 

10°% say they like to spend their spare time attending the 
theatre, movies, or concerts. 

9°/ mention listening to the radio or playing records. 

13°4 mention other activities lectures, study courses, extension 

work, clubs, or church work. 
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NORC also compared people’s interest in newspapers and magazines 
with their interest in books, The ugestion asked: 


“In an average week, about how much time do you usually 
spend reading newspapers and magazines? And about how 
nuch time do you usually spend reading books?” 


Newspapers and Books 
Magazines 
14 or more hours per week 17) 56°/ 8%) 999/ 
7-13 hours per week 39) f | any a 
3-6 hours per week 29 15 
1-2 hours per week 12 19 
None 3 44 
100° 100°, 


People’s reading interests vary to some extent according to their educa- 
tion, sex and age. Whether an individual’s educational experience has 
included college, high school, or only grade school training makes a 
significant difference in his interests. Reading is listed as a favorite di- 
version by 62°, of the college group, 43°, of the high school group, 
and only 33°, of the grade school group, Likewise 41° of those with a 
college background—but only 31°, of those who have not gone beyond 
grade school—spend at least an hour a day reading books. However, 
more than half of persons in all three education groups spend an hour 
a day or more reading newspapers 4nd magazines. 


| About the same proportion of men as of women like to spend their 
q spare time reading; however, significant differences appear in their read- 
ing tastes. Women tend to spend more time reading books than men do, 
while men spend considerably more time than women reading news- 
papers and magazines. For example, 21°, of the men interviewed—in 
contrast to 14°% of the women—spend two hours a day or more reading 
newspapers and magazines. 





Little difference is shown between younger and older adults in their 
liking for reading. Persons 40 and over spend somewhat less time than 
those under 40 reading books and somewhat more time reading news- 
papers and magazines. 


NORC interviewers talked with a cross-section of adult population in 
each of the 17 cities whose public libraries cooperated with the American 
Library Association with the proper proportion—in every standard-of- 
living bracket—of men and women, young and old, various minority 





groups. Cities collaborating with the American Library Association in- 
cluded: Atlanta, Baltimore, Buffalo, Chicago, Detroit, Hartford (Con- 
necticut), Houston, Kansas City (Missouri), Louisville (Kentucky), 
Milwaukee, Newark, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Portland (Oregon). St. 
Louis, San Francisco, and Seattle. 


The National Opinion Research Center is an opinion-finding organ- 
ization. As such, it simply reports the results of national surveys made by 
its personally-trained staff of over 200 interviewers throughout the 
United States. NORC is an academic institution working under grants 
from the Field Foundation and the University of Denver. 


The survey reported herewith includes 2,114 confidential interviews 
about equally divided among the 17 cities whose public libraries coop- 
erated with the American Library Association. Well-established laws 
of probable error due to size of sample prove that random samples of 
this size will be within 3.594 of true opinion in 997 surveys out of any 
1,000 conducted under comparable conditions. In other words, the 
mathematical probability is 332-to-1 that other random samples of the 
same size would come within 3.5°% of finding the same results. 


PUT OVER THE LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT 
_ FUND 


After 25 years of fear, appeasement and then war, the opportunity to 
plan for lasting peace is ours again, but responsibility is not alone for 
peace but also for a better democracy. 


None of us can safely ignore the great inequalities—economic, social 
and educational—existing in our country. As librarians we are concerned 
directly with library inequalities. Too complacently have we come to 
accept the present situation—especially when enjoying good library serv- 
ice and holding jobs in established institutions. We have been typical of 
the privileged group, satisfied with the status quo and merely asking 
more for our own institutions and for ourselves. 


The war has stretched our thinking to include the peoples of other 
countries. We must also open our minds to the needs of all the people 
in our own states and in our own country, The sponsors and endorsers of 
the Library Development Fund believe that the extension of library serv- 
ice to unserved areas, and its improvement in poorly served areas, is the 














immediate contribution librarians can and should make to preserve and 
strengthen democracy. The goal set is $105,000. Over $67,000 has been 
subscribed. Many states plan to complete their campaigns this fall. 


With two thirds of the fund in hand, it seemed possible to make a 
beginning and to appoint the much needed Washington representative. 
We were fortunate in securing Paul Howard, librarian of the Gary 
Public Library and chairman of the A.L.A. Federal Relations Commit- 
tee. We emphasize again that it will not be his function to serve as a 
“lobbyist” or a pressure group agent but to be on the alert to supply 
information to Congressmen and public officials that wiser legislative 
and administrative action may result, and keep libraries of all kinds 
helpfully informed on important governmental matters. 


A nation-wide public relations program in support of library extension 
is another necessity. A general understanding of the value of libraries 1s 
essential to their further development. Attainment of our campaign goal 
will make possible steps toward meeting this need. 


If we honestly believg that books are indispensable to a better de- 
mocracy and are not merely speaking it with our lips, then we will gladly 
be sharers in the Library Development Fund, that books and library 
service may be extended to all our fellow citizens. Let’s say with our 
dollars “Library service for all.” 


Cart Vitz 
Chairman 
Campaign Committee 


EDITORIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


The spring issue of the official publication of the Arizona State Library 
Association will be edited under a new name. Beginning with volume 
4, number 1, April 1946, the magazine will be known as THE 
ARIZONA LIBRARIAN. The ttle “Arizona Library News” is the 
legal property of the Arizona Library Binding Company, which at one 
time printed the magazine free of charge. Since this concern is no 
longer responsible in any way for the publication and since its directors 
are not willing to relinquish the title to the association, it becomes 
necessary to change the title. It is with regret that we make this change, 
for we (as librarians) are fully aware of the confusion we bring to serial 


and catalog departments. 


L.M.M. 








NEWS AROUND THE STATE 


Elizabeth Bork, S1/C USNR, formerly assistant in the acquisitions de- 

partment, University of Arizona Library, is at present stationed in 
Hawaii on the island of Oahu. In a recent letter to Patricia Paylore of 
the U. of A. staff, she spoke glowingly of the beauties of the surround- 
ings. She mentioned seeing Miss Ida Wilson, former president of the 
Arizona State Library Association, now on the staff of the Library of 
Hawaii, Honolulu, and was impressed by the size of the library. Eliza- 
beth closed her letter by saying she would like to stay there a year or two 
if she could find a job. We wish her luck! 


Eleanor B. Davis, Librarian, Nogales Public Library, resumed her duties 

last September after a leave of several months because of illness. She 
declined with regret her election as secretary-treasurer of the Arizona 
State Library Association for the current year- Mr. Batchelor, President 
of the Association, has appointed Mrs. Elvera Weathersbee to replace 
Miss Davis. 


Rozetta Thurston Cardwell, formerly Director of the Statewide Library 

Project office at Arizona State Teachers College, is now associated with 
the American Education Society, 401 West Jackson Street, Phoenix, dis- 
tributors of educational books. Last summer Mrs. Cardwell taught two 
courses in library science at the University of Iowa. 


Mrs. Alice Sinclair, Librarian, Copper Queen Library, Bisbee, reports that 

the closing of the Douglas Air Field caused the withdrawal of a number 
of appreciative patrons but that the return of many boys from overseas 
will help fill the ranks. The library lost the services of Tom Carr, an 
eficient and much liked janitor, who resigned because of ill health after 
twenty-five years of service. A greatly appreciated and thorough job of 
sanding, cleaning and painting was done in the Copper Queen Library 
building this year. In November, in addition to observing National 
Book Week, the library sent several boxes of books to the Marine Library 
in San Francisco. 


Frederick Cromwell, Librarian, University of Arizona Library, has been 

granted a leave from January to September 1946 to engage in grad- 
uate work at the University of Chicago. During Mr. Cromwell’s absence, 
Miss Patricia Paylore, Acquisitions Librarian, will serve as Acting 
Librarian. 


Mrs. Margaret Stevens, formerly Law Librarian, University of Arizona, 

sailed early last spring for Miraj, S.M-C., India, where she is resuming 
work in the Miraj Medical Centre after an absence of fifteen years. From 
1919-1929, Mrs. Stevens and her husband, Dr. John E. Stevens, a medical 
missionary, were on the staff of the Centre, which is under the juris- 
diction of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions. Mrs. Stevens 
writes that she is enjoying her work and the renewing of friendships. 


















Katharine Bartlett, Librarian of the Museum of Northern Arizona, Flag- 
staff, writes that though the staff of the Museum has been very small 
during the war year, they have managed to keep the library in good 
condition. Miss Bartlett believes the following may be of interest to 
librarians, especially in the smaller communities. “Since the founding 
of the Museum in 1928, one project which has received constant attention 
is a Bibliography on the Southwest. Now that it is eighteen years old, 
it has become a very useful part of the Museum library. The Biblio- 
graphy, made up on 3x5 inch cards, occupies twelve file drawers and 
contains over 6,500 references. The principal subjects covered the 
ethnology, geology, paleontology, meterology, botany, zoology, history, 
and museology. Though the material selected deals primarily with New 
Mexico and Arizona, any other that has bearing upon the problems of 
Northern Arizona is included. The Bibliography is of great use to 
members of our staff in their research work. In addition, it has been of 
use to the local National Monuments, Indian Service, Forest Service, and 
others who do not have large scientific libraries at their command. If 
this Bibliography could be of use to any members of the Arizona State 
Library Association, we would be glad to have them call upon us, The 
Museum is also a publisher and has issued over 200 leaflets and books on 
Northern Arizona, both popular and technical, priced from ten cents to 
fifty cents. Subject lists are available upon request.” 


Donald Cook, assistant in the catalog department of the University of 

Arizona Library from 1943 to June 1945, is attending Columbia Uni- 
versity School of Library Service. He is working toward a B.L.S. and 
is employed part time in the Avery architectural library of Columbia. 


Miss Helen M. Lowe has joined the staff of the Matthews Library, Ari- 

zona State College at Tempe. On July 15th she assumed the position 
of Public Service Librarian. Miss Lowe was formerly the Reference 
Librarian at Baldwin-Wallace College, Berea, Ohio. 


Mrs. Elvera Weathersbee, on leave from the Phoenix Public Library, is 
a student assistant in the Matthews Library, assisting with cataloging 
and public service. 


Harold Walter Batchelor, Librarian, Arizona State College, Tempe, has 
been appointed to the Special Committee on Statistics of the A.L.A. 
Division of Cataloging and Classification, 


The Salt River Valley Librarians met at the Heard Museum in Phoenix, 

Friday evening of Book Week, November 16, for a social and business 
meeting. Elvera Weathersbee, who is attending Arizona State College 
at Tempe, led the group of over forty members in getting acquainted 
games during the first part of the evening. A feature of the meeting was 
a tour of the different rooms of the Heard Museum with Mrs. William 
Kneeland as guide. The enthusiastic group was very much interested 
in all the exhibits, but especially so in the unusual character maps, the 
basket and rug collection, and the library of southwest materials. Presi- 





dent Leta Weaver was in charge of the business meeting. New officers 
for the coming year are: President, Wilma Heisser, Phoenix Junior Col- 
lege; First Vice-President, Nola Belford, Roosevelt School, Phoenix; 
Second Vice-President, Margaret McGown, Wickenburg High ‘School; 
Secretary, Lou Anderson, Monroe School, Phoenix; and Treasurer, Delia 
Button, Phoenix Public Library, Northeast Branch. The refreshment 
committee, Beth Rogers, chairman, Antoinette Robinson and Delia But- 
ton, served refreshments. ; 
Mrs. Evangeline S. Berryman, Librarian, Maricopa County Free Library, 
reports that the post-war plans of the Maricopa County Board of Super- 
visors call for an addition or wing to the present County Court House, 
and have given the County Free Library the assurance that it is to have 
adequate space for it to accommodate its rapidly increasing readers. This 
is only one of the many projects planned by the county as its post-war 
contribution. Other news items of interest from the Maricopa County 
Free Library are as follows: Gertrude Thayer had the honor of being 
named chairman of the nominating committee to name the new officers 
of the Salt River Valley Librarian’s Association. Assisting her were 
Mrs. Patience Golter, Phoenix Public Library, and Mrs. Marian Reddic, 
North Phoenix High School Library, Mrs. Byrd H. St. Clair recently 
returned from the Oklahoma University at Norman, Oklahoma, where 
she spent three weeks in research work on the early history of that state. 
A welcome addition to the County Free Library staff is Miss Ernestine 
Bohlmann who assumed her duties in June. Her previous library work 
was in the Scoville Memorial Library at Salisbury, Connecticut, her 
home city. During the past year she has been librarian in charge of the 
U.S.O. Library in Phoenix. Miss Marie Siedentopf spent a late vacation 
during November visiting her brother, William Siedentopf in San 
Francisco. Mr. Siedentopf is with the U. S. Weather Bureau in that 
city. 


Miss Althea Ragsdale, Librarian, Arizona State College, Flagstaff, has 

resumed her duties after a leave of absence since 1939 when she join- 
ed the Air Wacs. During Miss Ragsdale’s leave, Miss Mildred E. Gin- 
gherick acted as librarian. 


Carnegie Free Library of Tucson reports the following new staff mem- 

bers: Mrs. Betty Thomas, desk assistant, formerly of the Burlingame 
(Calif.) Library. Mrs. Edith Cornell, assistant in the children’s room, 
came to Tucson from the Public Library in Argo, Illinois. Mrs. Doro- 
thea Garritson, desk assistant, was formerly employed in the advertising 
departmeent of Levy’s Store in Tucson. Miss Mary Hannah, desk 
assistant, and Linda Hardon, typist, complete the roster of new members. 
Two staff members were married during the past year, namely, Mayone 
Youngs, Children’s Librarian, who became Mrs. J. R. Burns in August, 
and Catherine Mella, desk assistant, who married Mr. B. F. Peters on 
November 3rd. 
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Mrs. Mayone Burns, Children’s Librarian, Carnegie Free Library, Tucson, 

cooperated during Book Week with the National Education Week 
Committee to educate people to free county service. All schools in the 
city and county sent representative students and teachers to visit and learn 
about the library. Representatives went back and reported to their schools 
as part of the Education Week activities. Every county and city school 
was represented which meant a long trip for those from the out-lying 
districts. The results were well worth the efforts, however, for circula- 
tion figures show that use of the library has more than doubled. An in- 
teresting project during Book Week was the voting for “My Favorite 
Story.” The ballot box was a house constructed from book jackets with 
a slit along the peak of the roof which allowed a slip of paper to be 
inserted. Counting of the ballots revealed that first place went to “Tom 
Sawyer,” “Little Women” and “Winnie-the-Pooh” tied for second place, 
tying for third place were “Pinocchio” and “Snow Treasure,” and “Robin 
Hood,” “Sleeping Beauty,” and “Silver Chief” tied for fourth. 


Francis ]. Owens, formerly of Harvard Law College Library, was ap- 
Ls ; g » We 
pointed Law Librarian of the University of Arizona College of Law 
last spring, replacing Mrs. Margaret Stevens who resigned to do mis- 
ast spring, replacing g g 
sionary work in India. 


Mrs. Eleanor Bagger Jones, Librarian, U. S. Veteran’s Hospital, Tucson, 

has accepted an offer to transfer with a promotion to the veteran's 
hospital in Kecoughtan, Virginia, near Chesapeake Bay. Mrs. Jones 
started the library at the Tucson facility in 1922, and aside from several 
years spent in the Veteran’s Administration office in Washington, D. C., 
she has been in continuous charge. 


Mulford Winsor, Director, State Department of Library and Archives, 

Phoenix, reports the following changes in staff: Miss Luella Cory has 
succeeded Mrs. Mary Lambert as assistant librarian. Miss Cory is a 
talented librar@n, having been graduated from the University of Illinois 
Library School, class of 1923, and has been a member of the staff of the 
University of Illinois Library and the Kansas State Library. Miss Lester 
Lane has succeeded Miss Coleen Countryman as secretary, and Mr. 
Franklin Schupp, a recently returned serviceman, has taken a position 
as State Legislative assistant. Mr. Winsor writes that among incidents 
affecting the Department during the past few months was the receipt of 
valuable historical collections from J. T. Hovland and Mrs. Fred T. Col- 
ter, the latter being featured by materials pertaining to the Colorado 
River collected by the late Hon. Fred T. Colter. The Hovland collection 
consists of scientific works and material pertaining to Arizona’s mineral 
resources. “Since our last report,’ concludes Mr. Winsor, “our State 
Legislative Bureau has experienced the rigors of a special session of 
the Seventeenth Legislature, which were as severe as any special session 
since Arizona acquired statehood.” 








The Association Welcomes New Members! Clip this convenient 
form and send it in with your 1945-46 dues. 


Mrs. Elvera Weathersbee, Sec’y-Treas., 
Arizona State Library Association 
Room 13, South Hall 

Arizona State College, Tempe, Arizona 


I enclose $1.00 for my 1945-46 dues, Arizona State Library 
Association. 


Signed 


Address 























JUNIUH LITERARY GUILD BUURS 


DOUBLEDAY, DORAN AND COMPANY, INC. 


Institutional Department 
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District Manager for 
Southern California and 
Arizona: 
CHESTER J. THORNE 
3340 Yorkshire Road 
Pasadena 8, Calif 
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